The brain in cerebral malaria: a pathological study of 24 fatal cases in Papua New Guinea.
The pathological features of cerebral malaria in 24 fatal cases are described. The cases included 18 adults aged from 16 to 45 years and 6 children aged from 1 to 15 years. All were unconscious before death. Gross pathological findings in the brain included cerebral oedema, vascular congestion and petechial haemorrhages. Little clinical and laboratory information was available on these patients. Histological examination revealed parasitized red blood cells in all, ring haemorrhages in 6, hyaline material in the wall of medium-sized blood vessels in 4, and vascular thrombosis in 4.